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Few aspects of science have experienced the degree 
of expansion and advancement enjoyed by 
xenobiochemistry during the past decade. As a 
consequence of this recent popularity, the Interna- 
tional Society for the Study of Xenobiotics (ISSX) 
was founded in 1981, and two years later ISSX 
held its first international symposium at West 
Point, Pennsylvania. The collected presentations, 
some twenty-five in number, have now been 
published, in a camera-ready production to ex- 
pedite communication. The proceedings of this 
symposium have been arranged into five sections, 
namely, ‘Cell biology of xenobiotic metabolism’ 
(distribution and regulation of drug-metabolising 
enzymes), ‘Metabolic pathways’ (halogenated 
hydrocarbons, organonitrogen compounds, pre- 
diction of metabolic pathways, stereochemical 
considerations), ‘Comparative metabolism in dif- 
ferent species’ (selective toxicity, environmental 
aspects, conjugate formation), ‘Metabolic basis of 
chemical toxicity’ (the role of conjugates, metab- 
olism in safety evaluation, activation and in- 
activation, ultimate carcinogens), and ‘Control of 
metabolism’ (effect of ageing, infection, diet in the 
regulation of drug and hormone metabolism). 
The numerous references, presented at the con- 
clusion of each chapter, and the comprehensive in- 
dex, somewhat enhance the value of the volume 
and help to offset the distraction of the varied 
typefaces and formats characteristic of camera- 
ready production. Similarly, the numerous 
photographs of ISSX personalities scattered 
throughout the book may emphasize the con- 
viviality of the symposium but scarcely enhance 
the academic or market value of the published pro- 
ceedings, especially when more scientific illustra- 
tions seem rather limited. Publications of the pro- 
ceedings of international symposia are never 
popular, either with publishers or libraries, or the 
scientific expert. They lack the continuity and 
organisation of a textbook, the comprehensiveness 
of reviews, and the originality of research papers. 
However, what they occasionally do achieve is an 
intellectual synthesis and catalysis seldom found 
elsewhere, and the four papers comprising the last 
section of the book, ‘Physiological control of 
metabolism’, should certainly be considered to 
come within this category. 
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